


The u n d e r ]y in g authority for the 1974 RI!P initiative in

arthrit is v~as ~)ilot in scope and intent, and heterogeneous

activities beyond this level would not be appropriate employ-

ment of current grant funds. The full development and delivery

of services for arthritis is an enormous undertaking, znd

reQuires a continuing, v~ell organized attack such as could be

initiated under presentIy pending legislation. Thus, v)hile

Council is fully aware of the urgent needs in the arthritis

field, it does not consider expenditures fcr arthritis other

than for approvals and recommendations made at the June Council

meeting to be appropriate in the present environment, and the

allocation or expenditure by individual Regional Medical pro-

grams of funds for arthritis in addition tc approvals provided

at the June 13-14, 1974 Council meeting are not approved. The

Council v~ill entertain approval of additional thrusts in arth-

ritis in the event that appropriate authority and ne~~ grant

or other funds become avai Iable to the RMPs.


